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The WATER of FOLLY. 
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THE ſage Aboul-caſem, having diſcovered by 
his ſkill in aſtrology, that all the water of the 
town where he dwelt, would fall the next year 
under the influence of ſuch a ſtrange planet, that 
whoever drank of it would become Foot 18H, 
reſolved to exempt himfelf from the common 


Wy wi, 
SE 


diſaſter, and propoſed great pleaſure and honour 


from being the only wiſe man in the town, 
Accordingly, he provided a reſervoir, which 
he filled with a ſufficient quantity of the preſent 
year's water, that he might be in no neceſlity of 
drinking that of the fatal year. This prediction 
was at length verified, and the firſt appearances of 
the univerſal folly gave him great delight; but folly 
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1 7 not being of a nature to amuſe long, he ſoon grew 

; EY \S, weary of ſo inhuman a pleaſure. He ſoon found * | 
. himſelf deprived of all the joys and conveniences I 2 
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of ſociety. No creature could give a reaſonable 2 


anſwer. ' He aſked one what o'clock it was, wo 
| told him that corn was two ſequins a buſhel. He 
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enquired what news of another; who anſwered, - 

that ſalt was an excellent thing to butter fiſh with. 
Vet he obſerved, that all lived eaſy and ſociable 
with one another, and perfectly well ſatisfied with 
their own condition. F rred at length with the o- 
litary ſtate to which his ſingular wiſdom had re- 
duced him, he renounced the fublime advantages 


of it,drank the water, and mingled with the fools. | 
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